Some Play
And yet, as ever, inarticulate where he felt the deepest,
and with that aversion to anything savouring of the theatrical,
his General Order of farewell to his army was expressed in a
few simple phrases of soldierly approbation.
GENERAL ORDER.                              BORDEAUX.   June 14$, 1814.
1.  The Commander of the Forces, being upon the point of returning
to England, again takes this opportunity of congratulating the army upon
the recent events which have restored peace to their country and to the
world.
2.  The share which the British army has had in producing these events,
and the high character with which the army will quit this country, must
be equally satisfactory to every individual belonging to it, as they are
to the Commander of the Forces;  and he trusts that the troops will
continue the same good conduct to the last.
3.  The Commander of the Forces once more requests the army to
accept his thanks.
4.  Although circumstances may alter the relations in which he has
stood towards them, so much to his satisfaction, he assures them that he
shall never cease to feel the wannest interest in their welfare and honor;
and that he will be at all times happy to be of any service to those to
whose conduct, discipline, and gallantry, their country is so much
indebted.1
Having taken leave of his army, the Duke left Bordeaux
and commenced his homeward journey, stopping a few days
in Paris en route.
In what a different position he was returning to that in
which he had set out six years before. He was then a General
on trial, just emerging from the cloud of a public enquiry,
trusted only by those who had served under him, and those
Ministers who had chosen him, but by no means possessing
the confidence of the country at large.
He was now returning a triumphant warrior, trusted and
revered not only by his own country but by the whole of
Europe.
He went out a Knight and a Lieutenant-General; he
returned a Duke and a Field-Marshal. In six years he had
1 Dispatches, Vol Z/7, p. 62.
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